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nearly equal ends, a shallow bowl, and a suggestion of
straight sides.
The alteration in the handle from knop to flat
began in the reign of Charles the First. The early
Carolian spoon was " slipped in the stalk " ; it was
denuded of all ornament and the stem flattened and
slightly bevelled at the back. Some examples are
slightly splayed, but they could not have been con-
venient to the hand. This represents only a step to
the next definite change, which came with the Puritans
of the Commonwealth period. The flattening begun
when the spoon was slip-stalked, was emphasised and
a cleft end appears. After the Restoration the im-
provement was carried still further. The end became
well spread, and some attempt was made to give it a
shaped pattern. About 1660, the silversmiths devised
the rat's tail down the lower part of the stem and across
the bowl on its long axis. More rarely this feature is
found behind the flattened top of the stem. The
invention was designed to strengthen the handle, and
its use, which was continued for about eighty years,
gives a pleasing appearance and adds some distinction
to the spoons on which it occurs. In the end the
rat's tail was replaced by the simple tongue or shell
which is a characteristic feature of the modern, but so-
called, Old English spoon. There are later modifica-
tions of the spoon handle, and in Fig. 20 (p. 241) the
artist has illustrated a sequence of styles and shapes.
Fusion metal produced by Boulsover's method did
not lend itself to spoon or fork-making. Mr. Bradbury
discusses some of the difficulties that were encountered,
which were so considerable that the efforts of the
platers to provide a substitute for silver met with only